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fig 1. A completed student exercise. 
 

 
COPYRIGHT. SUMS acknowledge Crown copyright in the Letters and Sounds documentation referred to throughout 

this document. 
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1. Introduction 
 
SUMS Phonics provides classroom support for Teachers and Teaching Support Staff working 
with whole classes and small groups on any interactive whiteboard (IWB) or PC.  There are 
Teacher led activities for when the adult is in charge. These have audio support if required.  
Students can also work individually on activities once shown how they work.  They see letters, 
hear the sounds, make words, swap sounds around and have fun finding out their score.  They 
receive help by testing their words and finding out if they are correct or which part of their word 
is incorrect.  They can then try again. 

 
1.1 PCs and Interactive Whiteboards. The standard version of the software is designed 
for use on Windows PC or laptop, with full IWB support.  
 
1.2 Letters and Sounds. This software is written to support teachers using Letters and 
Sounds, which is the government produced programme written following the Rose 
Independent Review of the Teaching of Early Reading.   

 
 
2. Adult Led Activities 
 
SUMS Phonics is designed to support 'Adult led' work in several ways. Please note that the 
term 'Adult led' is used to cover all situations where a teacher, classroom assistant, or other 
adult, is directing the teaching process.   
 
Start by selecting 'Adult led activities' on the opening menu screen - see below. 
 
 

 
 

fig 2. The opening screen. 
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This leads to the main menu for adult led activities - see below. It has several colour coded 
areas that provide the teacher with access to useful teaching aids. These are explained in the 
following sections. 
 
 

 
 

fig 3. The 'adult led' menu screen. 
 
2.1 Breakdown of Phases 2 and 3.  Letters and Sounds does not explicitly break down its 
approach into these smaller steps (2a, 2b etc) but they can be easily recognised from Letters 
and Sounds documentation - indeed we cross reference some Letters and Sounds page 
numbers in the text below.   The buttons are designed so that they turn yellow and indicate the 
content. For example, in the screenshot above the Phase 2a button has been selected and 
shows that this will cover the letters 's a t p'. 
 

SUMMARY OF PHASE BREAKDOWN 
 

Phase New sounds Phase New sounds 

Phase 2a s  a  t  p Phase 3a j  v  w  x 

Phase 2b i  n  m  d Phase 3b y  z,zz  qu 

Phase 2c g  o  c  k Phase 3c sh  ch  th  ng 

Phase 2d ck  e  u  r Phase 3d ai  ee  igh  oa  oo 

Phase 2e h  b  f,ff  l,ll  ss Phase 3e ar  or  ur  ow  oi  

  Phase 3f ear  air  ure  er 
page 48 - letter progression page 74 - letter progression 

Page references are to Letters and Sounds, Principles and Practice of High Quality Phonics, Six-phase Teaching 
Programme - copyright DfES 2007 - ref 00281-2007BKT-EN. 

 
 

Note 1.  The SUMS Phonics software does not cover Phase 1, which is early work in 
listening skills, or the advanced work in Phase 6. 
 
Note 2.  The oo and th sounds are shown by Letters and Sounds documentation to have 
two possible sounds. The software labels these as (1) and (2), and the teacher therefore 
needs to explain that the student needs to try these alternative soundings. 

 
th1 - as in 'then'     oo1 as in 'look' 
th2 - as in 'thin'   oo2 as in 'boot' 
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2.2 Phases 2 and 3. Drag Format (orange buttons). When an orange button is 
selected, the screen shown will depend upon the sub-phase selected - showing only the 
relevant letters. In the example below, Phase 2e has been selected. We call these the 
'drag' screens as letters can be dragged into place. 

 
 

 
 

fig 4. The adult led drag screen for Phase 2e. 
 

Typically teachers use this screen to do one of the following: 
 

i) make a word in the centre and ask students to sound it out, then blend the sounds 
to arrive at the word. 
ii) suggest a word, then ask students to find the sounds that make it. 

 
More complex activities are also possible, such as Full Circle exercises (i.e. changing 'sit' 
to 'sat' to 'bat' etc).  In the screen below three letters have been dragged to the centre.  
The yellow buttons allow them to be reset. 

 

 
 

fig 5. A word has been formed by dragging 3 letters into place. 
 
 

The user can also select the drag screen for 'sets 1 - 7' or for the 'full set' directly, using 
the orange buttons on the right of the menu screen. 
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2.3  Phases 2 and 3. Regular Words. Each of the sub-phases also has a number of 
Regular Words associated with it that can be used to practise segmentation and blending. 
The word is initially displayed on its own. Once the Play Sounds button is pressed, the 
sounds are played and the sounds are displayed as shown below. 

 
 

 
 

fig 6. An example of the Regular Words screen. 
 

2.4  Card Format (green buttons). The Card Format is used to practise sound 
relationships. There are four basic options - the letters in Letters and Sounds sets 1 to 5, 
those in 1 to 7, the graphemes (as below), and the complete set. 

 
 

 
 

fig 7. A Card Format screen 
 
 

The user can either ask for a Random Card, or click on a button to select a particular one. 
If random is selected, all possibilities will be played once before any are repeated, 
ensuring a thorough coverage of the sounds.   
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In the screenshot below, the 'sh' grapheme has been selected. Once shown, it can also 
be sounded out by pressing the speaker button. This also makes it a useful screen for 
students who wish to practise on their own. 

 
 

 
 

fig 8. A Card Format screen showing 'sh' 
 
 

2.5  Phase 4 Word Practice (blue button). Phase 4 in Letters and Sounds is about 
consolidation of children's knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling words 
containing adjacent consonants and polysyllabic words. The SUMS Phonics software 
provides relevant Word Practice in seven stages, as outlined on the screenshot below. 

 
 

 
 

fig 9. Phase 4 menu screen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


